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MARINE CIRCULAR 

MC-1/2017/1 

1/2018 
 
FOR: Ship Owners, Ship Managers, Ship Operators, Ship Masters, Ship Officers, Classification Societies, 
Port State Control Officers 
 
SUBJECT: NOTICE OF FRAUDULENT SHIP REGISTRIES & STCW CERTIFICATIONS 

 

DEFINITIONS: 

 
The following abbreviations stand for: 
 
 “BCC” – Bunker Convention Certificate 
 “COC” – Certificate of Competency in accordance to the STCW 
 “COE” – Certificate of Endorsement (issued against an officer’s COC / GOC / DCE / SSO) 
 “DCE” – Dangerous Cargo Endorsement (e.g. Advance Oil/Chemical Tanker Certificate) 
 “FSM” – Federated States of Micronesia 
 “GOC” – GMDSS Operator Certificate 
 “MSAF” – Maritime Safety Authority of Fiji 
 “MISR” – Micronesia International Ship Registry 
 “SIMA” – Samoa International Maritime Authority 
 “SSO” – Ship Security Officer 
 “STCW” – International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers, 1978 (as amended) 
 “TC&I” – Department of Transport, Communications & Infrastructure 
 “UN” – United Nations 
 “WRCC” – Wreck Removal Convention Certificate 
 
The following term shall mean: 
 
 “Administration” shall mean the Tuvalu Ship Registry 
 
PURPOSE:  

 

The purpose of this marine circular is inform all parties of the important information relating to the 
following: 
 
(a) Fiji’s open (or international) ship registry. 
(b) FSM’s open (or international) ship registry and STCW seafarers’ certification issued to non-FSM 

citizens. 
(c) Samoa’s open (or international) ship registry and STCW seafarers’ certifications issued to non-

Samoan citizens. 
 
REFERENCES:  

 

(a) Tuvalu Marine Circular MC-2/2015/1 – Nairobi International Convention on the Removal of Wrecks, 
2007 

(b) Tuvalu Marine Circular MC-1/2008/11/2 – International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil 
Pollution Damage, 2001 (Bunker Convention) 

(c) IMO Circular Letter No.3798 – Communication from the Government of Fiji (appended below) 
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1. FIJI 

 

1.1. The MSAF has recently in 2017 announced that Fiji does NOT operate an open (or international) 
ship registry and has notified the illegal registration of vessels to the Tokyo MOU (which has seen 
a recent listing of ships inspected under the Fiji flag) to disseminate the information to all its 
members. 
 

1.2. The MSAF is also understood to have notified the Fiji Police Force on the same and 
investigations are underway. 
 

1.3. The MSAF’s latest statement on the fraudulent registration of vessels has been communicated to 
the international shipping community through the IMO by Circular Letter No.3795 (refer to 
Reference (c) above). 
 

2. FSM 

 

2.1. The FSM TC&I has recently in 2017 announced that FSM does NOT operate an open (or 
international) ship registry and has sent a diplomatic note to the UN to inform all member and 
observer states of the illegal registration of vessels by MISR and the illegal issuance of STCW 
seafarers’ certification under the name of the FSM. 
 

2.2. The FSM has requested the assistance of member states and observer states with any 
information about the illegal activities mentioned above to contact the FSM Department of Justice 
at misrinvestigation@gmail.com for the necessary legal action to investigate, prosecute and 
adjudicate the matter. 
 

2.3. The FSM is also requesting for member states to confiscate any illegal STCW seafarers’ 
certification that has been issued in the name of the FSM. 
 

3. SAMOA 

 

3.1. Samoa had back in 2015 undergone a similar experience to what the FSM is currently going 
through. 
 

3.2. Samoa had also notified the UN of the illegal registration of vessels and issuance of STCW 
seafarers’ certification by the “fraudulent” entity known as SIMA that is not connected with the 
Samoan government. 
 

4. ACTIONS TAKEN THE TUVALU ADMINISTRATION 

 

4.1. Tuvalu will not endorse any seafarer COC for the issuance of COE / GOC / DCE / SSO if they 
have been issued to non-citizens of FIJI, FSM, and SAMOA, and if there is any reasonable doubt 
to believe that the seafarer COC may be fraudulent. 
 

4.2. Tuvalu will not issue WRCC (refer to Reference (a)) or BCC (refer to Reference (b)) for vessels 
purporting to the flagged under FIJI, FSM and SAMOA. 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Deputy Registrar 
Tuvalu Ship Registry 
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